;:} WISH News

Spring 2009

The Long Road Home

September 17th

2008 marked the
first meal served
at the new WISH
Wellness Centre. It way, from knocking
was a thrill and a

teers.
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challenge for partici-
pants, staff and volun-

Each step along the
down the old walls and

ones, we have felt that

home, we are all thrilled
to be there.

The snow was our intro-
duction to shovelling—
and shovelling and
shovelling some more -
and since then we have
been introduced to all

and it feels good.

Our next challenge is to
extend our hours. So
far we have opened an-
other hour each night
and for the first time,
have opened on Satur-
day nights. This, in par-

lenge. It has always
seemed too good to be
true, but it is true and

WISH Wellness Centre
and while we continue
to be challenged as we
settle into our new

ticular, has meant a
great deal to WISH par-
ticipants, as so many
services are closed on
weekends.

We now need your help
to open more hours
into the night. Please
see page 4 for details.

kinds of operational is-
sues. Who knew that
the streamers for the
Valentine’s Party would
set off the alarms at 2
am when the heat circu
lation fans came on?!

It has been a long road
home, but we are there

Mark your Calendars
WISH Annual General Meeting
6 pm Thursday June 25, 2009
WISH Wellness Centre

330 Alexander St.

WISH Dropin Centre Society

515-119 West Pender St.
Vancouver, BC V6B 1S5
Tel: 604 669-9474 Fax: 604669-9479

Email: wishdropincentre@telus.net
Website: www.wish-vancouver.net

WIN a return trip for two to
Victoria or Nanaimo !

Harbour Air Seaplanes
has generously donated two return flight vouchers to

WISH and any donation made before Ny 1100, Z0088will
be entered to win!
The Winner will be selected May 11 2009!

Time to renew your
MEMBERSHIP.

Please fill in the form inside and return to WISH before
May 25th, 2009
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WISH Wellness Centre Opening Event

On Wednesday, November 12 2008, WISH held an Opegi Event at the Wellness Centre. The op-
portunity to show off the Centre was made into a celebration through the hard work of our Volun-
teers and Staff members. Speeches, tours and refresments were offered as well as the chance for
our donors, partners and supporters to see the resut of five years worth of hard work.

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend and aspecial thanks to all the volunteers and staff
members who helped prepare for the event.

Capilano University instructor Betsy Al-
kenbrack with colleague Debby Vollbrecht

Chair of Vancity, Patrice Pratt, speaks to the
crowd.

WISH Board Members, Alison Felker and Ag
Jendo-Wojton in front of 330 Alexander St.

Long time WISH volunteers Khirsty Mac-
Arthur and Merrilee Rockwell.

Long time WISH volunteer Linda and staff member
Danielle prepare dinner in the kitchen.

Mayor Sam Sullivan Addresses the crowd
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Spotlight on: The Wellness Centre Facilities

We are so happy with our completed Wellness Centrethat we thought we’d show it off!

The Wellness Centre Clinic

The Clinic was built through a
donation to the BC Women's

Hospital Foundation. The women
who access the Centre can now
receive health care in a safe and

supportive environment.

Street nurses from the BC Centre

for Disease Control and Nurse
Practitioners from BC Women’
Hospital are currently offering

medical services in the clinic and

will soon be joined by more!
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The Bathroom is equipped with
fully automated fixtures as well
as four shower stalls with private
dressing areas.

Thank You to the

Central City Foundation
The Wellness Centre was fur-
nished through a donation
from the Central City Foun-
dation with additional

funding coming from a pri-
vate donor.

The Make-up room is run
entirely by volunteers.

The Donations and Laundry
Rooms.

WISH staff cook nutritious meals in the
purpose built kitchen 7 nights a week and
supervise participants who gain valuable
experience through volunteer work.
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Speciiall Tinamks

So many contribute to WISH and we are truly
grateful. For example, there is a couple who
bake wonderful cookies for the Wellness Cen-
tre, the “Goddesses” who donate gift cards,
Pat and her friends who bring Christmas

gifts, the Soroptimists and Christ Church Ca-
thedral who bring more gifts, Capers who do-
nates so much for Christmas Dinner, Legal
Services who buy us turkeys, Paige who holds
a birthday bash and donates to MAP, Amber
Dawn who hosts the ThrilLiterate Reading Se-
ries to raise money for the Learning Centre,
countless people who gather donations of
warm clothing and toiletries, Yoga students

Program News. Peer Safety Patioll
The Peer Safety Patrol offers WISH participants
job training and employment opportunities in
the WISH Wellness Centre. This Program was de-
veloped to address concerns of our new neigh-
bours on Alexander Street. The patrol keeps the
area surrounding the Wellness Centre free of de-
bris and ensures that the impact of having the
centre in the area is minimal.

The Safety Patrol members work in teams of two

in and around
the Wellness

Centre ensur-
ing the safety

of all the par-
who collect donations and cash, the Sorority ticipants and
who mails cards for the women, and the volunteers
many hours donated by our faithful and car- who come to
ing Volunteers. Thank you, one and all. WISH.
Toskan Casale Foundation: Pease Help us providie mone

Hours of Safety

In 2008 three grade 10 students from Sir Winston
Churchhill Secondary in Vancouver chose to re-
search WISH for the Toscan Casale Foundation’s
Youth Philanthropy Initative. Having interviewed
WISH Executive Director, Kate Gibson and presente(
their project to Toscan Casale Foundation represen-
tatives, Joyce Ching, Vivian Dong and Joy Aguilar
won $5000 for the WISH Learning Centre.

Pictured here is WISH Board Chair Jeanne Legare rq
ceiving the cheque.

In addition to the
award from
Toscan Casale,
Joyce, Joy and
Vivian brought in
donations of
money and cloth-
ing that they col-
lected on their
own time!

We need your ongoing support to maim-
tain the services we currently deliver at
the WISH Wellness Centre.

In addition, we are asking you to contrib-
ute to a reserve fund that will be used to
extend the hours of operation.

The more donors who patrticipate in the
growth of thee Hours of Safetyfund, the
sooner we are able to open into the
night.

The staffing cost of an hour overnight is
$43.15. Thadditidialaost gigrenanhtisis
$10,511 and for the year is $126,000.

Please consider a monthly pledge toward
extending WISH Haours of Safety.




