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Major Gifts Campaign

It has been a long time since
the members of Vancity
awarded the WISH Drop-in
Centre Society $1 million to
establish a fixed site with
the promise of a 24/7 facility
for women working in the
sex trade. It was November
2003 when the announce-
ment was made that WISH
was successful in its bid for
this coveted award and no
one ever imagined the jour-
ney that this news would
take us on.

After much consultation
with the community, after
looking, planning, negotiat-
ing, waiting and hoping, the
bricks and mortar for the

WISH Wellness Centre are
about to be set in place. The
permits are granted, the
lease is about to be signed
and the contractor is ready
to start construction on May
5th.

The City of Vancouver has
spent countless hours and
made Herculean efforts to
get WISH to this point and it
would be a serious under-
statement to say that we are
very excited to be on our
way to 330 Alexander Street.

We will start out in the new
facility with the 6 pm to 11
pm schedule, working to-
ward extending hours as we

raise the funds to increase
the “hours of safety” so
needed by the women in

our community. During the
day, the WISH Wellness Cen-
tre will be used by several
WISH Programs, enabling
staff to expand their reach
and their programming in

the new space.

We anticipate a move-in
date of September 1st and
hope to be ready to wel-
come our supporters for a
tour once we are settled in.
We know that you share
both our enthusiasm for
this next step for WISH and
our hope for the future.

Annual WISH Art Show
and Fundraiser

Wednesday, May 21st

Heritage Hall, Main and 15th

4:00 pm to 6:30 pm Preview and Silent Auction
6:30 to 10:00 pm opening and Show

Sale items include original art by women who
come to WISH and works donated by supporters,

If you have art to donate or if you would like to
donate art supplies to the WISH Drop-In Centre,
please call 604-669-9474

Mark your Calendars
WISH Annual General Meeting

Thursday, June 19, 2008

First United Church
320 East Hastings, Gore Street entacee
6:30 pm

WISH Dropin Centre Society
515-119 West Pender Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 1S5
Tel: 604-669-9474 Fax: 604-669-9479
Email: wishdropincentre@telus.net

Website: www.wish-vancouver.net




WISH on the Town

Vancouver East Cultural Centre
and WISH

House of Sand at the Park Theatre

Thanks to a generous donation from Kim Maust,
The Vancouver East Cultural Centre and WISH
Drop-In Centre Society teamed up for the Octo-
ber 31st performance of Curious'(be)longing.
Nearly 100 people came out to see the two
women performers, Helen Paris and Leslie Hill,
depict their characters, women who are looking
to “fit in” and find fulfillment in their lives,

which are often frustrating and lonely.

This performance of (be)longing was followed
by a reception where theatre goers were able to
meet the actors and enjoy the acoustic guitar
music of Luis Sojo. The Flower Factory donated
beautiful arrangement for the evening, which
became the door prize for an audience member!

This event was the idea of a woman who saw a connee
tion between women entrenched in survival sex work
and the characters in TheHtbusee aff Sl She worked
with WISH to organize this screening, making all the ar-
rangements to contribute to its success. While the or-
ganizer wishes to remain anonymous, we want to thank
her as well as the suppliers of the film, Mongrel Media
and the Park Theatre. Leonard Scheimwner and op-
erator of the Park Theatre, offered up his theatre his
staff and his website to WISH , welcoming over 200peo-
ple to the screening.

Shaun English, a supporter of WISH, has contributed
this review of House of Sand.

Poets and Writers Event

The Emerging Voices. Poets and Writergvent in
December brought WISH supporters in to the
Rhizome Café on East Broadwaguring the
snowy weather for a cozy, heartwarming eve-
ning of spoken and written word. Author and
comic Rev. Dr. Cullene Bryanheadlined the eve-
ning, reading from her collection of short stories,
In the Dry Woods,and donating the proceeds
of her book sales for the evening to WISH. Cul-
lene’s experience as a hospital chaplain and as a
United Church Minister has been the seed for
her thoughtful insight into the human condi-
tions prevalent in her writing. Cullene has per-
formed standup comedy in several locations
around Vancouver.

Members of the Emerging Voices program at
WISH read their original poetry and that of other
women who contributed to the evening. In addi-
tion, staff members and volunteers offered both
written and spoken word performances, all of
which made the evening a great success.

The House of Sand

Directed by: Andrucha Waddington

Starring: Fernanda Montenegro and Fernanda Torres
Recently the WISH Drop-In Centre Society screenectelaimed
Brazilian filmmaker Andrucha Waddington’s latest f ilm, The
House of Sand.With admission going to support the health,
safety and well-being of women survival sex workers in the
Downtown Eastside, the crowd filling the seats at the Park
Theatre were, in turn, granted the rare opportunity of experi-
encing a painterly opus in its natural habitat.

Spanning some 60 years , The House of Sand followthe life
of Aurea, a fleetingly quixotic woman who finds her self
plucked from a comfortable bourgeois existence and aban-
doned, quite literally, to the barren dunes of the North Brazil-
ian desert.

We bear witness to Aurea’s evolution from a stubborn, rest-
less single-mother, determined to defy her own mother’s
wishes and escape their seemingly inhospitable environment,
to a resolved older woman who has finally come to accept and
even appreciate the true meaning of ‘home’, but who must
now deal with the youthful rebellions of her own re stless
daughter. So it goes.

Waddington’s deliberate pacing and the subtle shift ing of
tones in his wide-screen lensing of the ever-transforming de-
sert (itself a formidable character) successfully achestrates a
nearly imperceptible migration of our perception of it, from
hellish wasteland to something bordering on paradis e.

This and the skillful juxtaposition of actors with characters,
goes far to highlight the universal theme at the he art of the
picture: The illusive search for inner-harmony is exasperated,
not by lack of attainability, but by the individual ’s often self-
defeating inability to properly perceive the true n otion of it.




Twenty Years at First United

On December 7, 1987, First United Churcit 320 East at 3 pm to prepare for the evening, using the WISH

Hastings, welcomed WISH into their building. WISH Room, the classroom next door for the Learning Cen
had been displaced by the Mount Pleasant community tre, two other classrooms for donation sorting as

as the neighbors of St Michael's Church, the origiral well as the commercial kitchen, the gym, the laun-
home of WISH, did not want WISH or the women who dry facilities, the showers and washrooms. Dinneris
relied on its service, on their streets. For threeyears served in the Gore Street foyer of the church after
WISH had run a drop-in centre to provide a safe plae, staff transform it to a dining space with tables an d
coffee and washrooms to a group of women who were chairs and a section for food service.

sex workers in the area. First United Mission plays an integral role in the

lives of many of the people who live in the Down-
town Eastside. The mission offers support through
advocacy on legal matters, housing, financial assis
tance, medical referrals and more. The building
opens at 8:30 am every weekday morning with a
soup program, showers and bathrooms, haircuts,
educational programming, clothing, food, and a
warm place to sleep off the street.

WISH and First United share more than space; they
share a desire to bring a sense of belonging to the
most marginalized individuals in the Downtown
Eastside Community. The First United building
represents more than a roof, more than a Mission
and more than a Drop-In Centre to those who see it
First United has shared their all with WISH and itis not as an anchor in their lives, a place where they are
an understatement to say that without First United, known and a place where they are cared for.

WISH would not exist today. Each day WISH staff aive | | WISH is eternally grateful to First United.

Program news: The WISH Peer Volunteer Program

The WISH Peer Volunteer Program the necessary funding . The program ing Safety Night through outreach

started after a request was made by offers support and learning oppor- to their peers working on the
WISH participants to have opportu- tunities for up to 10 women who streets. They assemble care bags
nities available for them to work in also work one night a week at the with personal necessities, harm
the Drop-In Centre . A plan was set Drop-In Centre along side staff and  reduction supplies and referral in-
and the Margaret Mitchell Fund volunteers. formation along with the Red Light
and the Vancouver Foundation of-  Peer Volunteers will tell you that Alert (reports of bad dates) and set
fered funding for the program. A they are connected to one another,  out to reach as many women as
partnership was formed with the they feel useful and appreciated possible on the evening before
Case Coordination Project of Build- when they work at the Drop-In and cheque issue.

ing Opportunities with Business they know they are good role models The women who work in the Peer
('an economic revitalization pro- for other women who come to WISH. Volunteer program are an inspira-

gram with all three levels of govern- The group has taken a leadership tion and an important part of the
ment and Bell Canada), completing role in organizing and implement- fabric of WISH!




Many Many Thanks

Thank you to everyone who continues to support WISH
through your donations, through providing meals, or ga-
nizing clothing drives, gathering items from your f riends
and colleagues, holding fundraising parties in your
homes, coming out to events, and especially, carryig the
word of the needs of survival sex workers to the wider
community.

Your commitment to WISH inspires our work and enables
the staff and volunteers of WISH to provide much needed
respite and welcome to many women in our community.

Alice Whiteman
Aboriginal Health and Safety Project Coordinator.

Alice came to WISH in February 2008 to coordinate e
Aboriginal Health and Safety Project. She moved to/an-
couver last September after completing her Lifeskils
Coaching training in Fort Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan.After
living on her home reserve
for some years, Alice chose
to move to Vancouver as
she has lived in BC before
and wanted to return. Alice
has two sons, one daughter
and one granddaughter.
A sometimes-quiet and un-
expectedly witty woman,
Alice is of Dakota Cree back
ground and is well versed in
Aboriginal culture. In her
position, Alice works with
Aboriginal women in the sex trade to make connections
with traditional teachings and practices, instillin g a sense
of pride and sisterhood with the group participants . The
program runs twice a year, with six women particip ating
in each session.
As program coordinator, Alice facilitates workshops
geared to increase self esteem, self awareness wittfocus
on women’s health and safety. In addition, she armnges
for health care workers to provide informational wo rk-
shops, invites Aboriginal Elders to speak to the goup, as-
sists women in self-advocating with issues such ashous-
ing, and supports women through regular one to one
meetings. The drum bag jauntily slung over Alice’sshoul-
der is a traditional star quilt pattern and was mad e in the
last group. Alice introduced projects like the drum bag as
an opportunity to experience the pride that comes f rom
making art with one’s own hands. The drum bags areem-
blems of beauty and also of success as members ofiie
previous group are continuing to make the quilted b ags.

What do we need for the new WISH
Wellness Centre?

Many people have been asking us how they could helpto
complete the WISH Wellness Centre. While you wilhear
more from us about this in the near future, there a re
some areas where we will definitely need support.

There are 3 primary waysyou can support the new WISH
Wellness Centre:

1) Contribute to the Equipment Fund to help us pur-
chase items such as electronic equipment, tables
and chairs for the dining area, meeting tables and
chairs for the classroom, outdoor furniture, a washer
and dryer, commercial kitchen equipment, and new
couches for the lounge.

2) Contribute to our Hours of Safety Fundto help
WISH expand our hours later in the evening, and,
ultimately, overnight.

3) Contribute to the Life Skills Programming Fund
that will support two on-going programs, the Peer
Security Program and the Peer Volunteer Program,
both of which are designed to employ women from
WISH in the work of the Wellness Centre.

Mobile Access Project Update

In the Fall Newsletter we reported that the Mobile Access
Project, a van which is out on the street overnight, 7
nights a week, was in danger of shutting down due to a
lack of funding. We are pleased to report that through
the generosity of a private foundation and grants f rom
the Ministry of Community Services, the Ministry of Abo-
riginal Relations and Reconciliation, the Ministry of Em-
ployment and Income Assistance, and the Ministry of
Public Safety and the Solicitor General, the van wli con-
tinue to provide service and safety to survival sexwork-
ers in the night when there are no safe places to a&cess.
Currently we have funding to carry on until March 2 009
and we will continue to seek on-going support .

Please Renew Your Membership
For tine
WISH Annual General Meeting
Thursday, June 19, 2008
First United Church

320 East Hastings GaoecSiteet tattancee
6:30 pm




